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COMMITTEE ON HUNTING METHODS 

 

This document contains the following:  

 

Report of the meeting of the Committee on Hunting Methods held 19 – 20 November 2014 including  

 

 appendix 1: List of laws and regulations in NAMMCO member countries  

 appendix 2: List of references on hunting methods  

 

 

REPORT OF  

THE COMMITTEE ON HUNTING METHODS 

 

The Committee on Hunting Methods met on 19 and 20 November 2014 at the Greenlandic 

representation in Copenhagen. Present were Eyþór Björnsson, Chair and Guðni Magnus Eriksson 

(Iceland),  Egil Ole Øen, Kathrine Ryeng and Hild Ynnesdal (Norway), Jústines Olsen, (Faroe Islands), 

Nette Levermann (Greenland), and Christina Lockyer and Charlotte Winsnes from the Secretariat.   

 

1. Introductory Remarks, Adoption of Agenda and Appointment of Rapporteur 

The Chair of the Committee, Eyþór Björnsson, welcomed the Committee members to the meeting. 

Björnsson could only participate on 19 November and the vice-chair, Nette Levermann, chaired the 

meeting on 20 November. The draft agenda was adopted and Charlotte Winsnes acted as rapporteur.  

 

2. Updates on hunting methods in member countries 

The lists of references on hunting methods (NAMMCO/HM-November 2014-2), and laws and 

regulations in member countries (NAMMCO/HM-November 2014-3) were updated (see Appendices 1 

and 2 of this report).  

 

Faroe Islands  

Olsen (Faroe Islands) informed the meeting that as of November only two minor drives of pilot whales 

had taken place in 2014. In addition, a few bottlenose and sperm whales had stranded.  

 

The whaling season attracted unusually high attention from anti-whaling activists. On three specific 

occasions, activists had interfered with the whaling activities, resulting in people being fined and 

deported out of the country. One specific incident, scheduled to go to court in March 2015, resulted in 

Sea Shepard being accused of violating both the whaling regulations and the animal welfare law.   

 

The drawing of the blade of the spinal lance described in the Executive Order on pilot whale hunting 

from 2013 has been revised with respect to the dimensions of the blade.  Olsen also informed the 

meeting that 200 new blades are being produced in Japan and these will be distributed to all designated 

whaling bays in the beginning of 2015. Training of hunters based on the NAMMCO manual on pilot 

whale hunting will take place from January to March 2015.  From 1 May 2015 it will be a requirement 

to use the spinal lance, and the old whaling knife is only allowed to be used after the whale is killed in 

order to bleed the animal.  
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The Committee took note of the information presented by the Faroe Islands. It noted that there seemed 

to be no plans for collecting TTD data and this was unfortunate. The Committee once again emphasized 

the importance of following the recommendations from the expert group on killing of small cetaceans 

(NAMMCO 2011) on how to measure TTD if and when this is undertaken. The Committee also 

commended Justines Olsen for his work with the manual on pilot whaling,  

 

Greenland  

Levermann (Greenland) informed the meeting that there is a revision to the Executive Order regulating 

the hunt on large whales (2013) pertaining to the hunting period for minke whales. The new hunting 

period is March to November. The change in period is reflecting an alteration in observed behavior of 

the minke whales.  

 

Greenland set national quotas for large whales in 2013-2014 based on the advice from the IWC 

Scientific Committee.  

 

The 2014 quotas for West Greenland are: 178 minke whales, 19 fin whales, 10 humpback whales, 2 

bowhead whales and East Greenland: 12 minke whales.  

 

There were 40 approved whaling boats with harpoon guns and 425 smaller boats were active in whaling 

activities in Greenland in 2013.  

 

Whale catches in 2013 were:  

9 fin whales 

166 minke whales including 9 struck and lost in West Greenland and 4 in East Greenland with 2 struck 

and lost. 

7 humpback including 1 struck and lost. 

268 beluga in West Greenland (quota 330) and 26 in Qaanaaq (quota 20; technical, 5 year quota is given 

for 100 animals). 

122 narwhales in West Greenland (quota 144), 83 in Inglefield Breeding (85; technical, 5 year quota of 

485 animals), 70 in Melvin Bay (quota 81) and 65 in East Greenland (quota 88).  

47 walrus in West Greenland (quota 60), 65 in Northwater (quota 62) and 8 in East Greenland (quota 

18). 

 

The catch numbers for beluga narwhale and walrus includes stuck and lost without specifying the actual 

numbers of S/L. 

 

There are no quota regulations on other small cetaceans or pinnipeds in Greenland.  

 

By catches: 

1 minke whale, male, 7.8 meter, wounded/sick was permitted euthanized in Aasiaat. Not included in 

catch data above, October 2013. 

1 bowhead whale near Aasiaat (no length given) observed entangled in fishing gear for crabs, June 

2013. Not found again. 

1 humpback whale female near Qeqertarsuaq, 10.64 meter, entangled in fishing gear for crabs was 

permitted euthanized, June 2013. 

 

The hunting period for 2013-2014 was for fin whale and humpback whale from 1 January to 31 

December and for minke whale and bowhead whale 1 April to 31 December. 

 

Five single observations of a sperm whale stranding were made in 2013 of which two were in open 

water. 

 

In 2013, there were 6 reported infractions of national legislation on large whales. The infractions were 

related to the use of minke whale grenade for fin/humpback whale and cold harpoon used for minke 
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whale as secondary weapon. Also reported, as infraction was the sale of whale products without prior 

stamping of sale license and hunting without proper license. 

 

NAMMCO had an observer in Greenland in 2014 on the West Coast. 

 

The Committee was informed that Greenland had submitted a document to the IWC this year 

displaying all IWC resolutions of concern for and referred to by Greenland in their dealings with the 

IWC.  

 

The Committee acknowledged that there are an inherent dilemma both for hunters and authorities with 

respect to regulations and animal welfare concerns related to the hunting and killing of large whales 

like fin and humpback whales. There have been incidents were the hunter has used a rifle or a minke 

whale grenade as a last resort (as secondary weapon) to kill the animal.  Furthermore, the take of fin 

and humpback whales are so small in numbers that the hunters consequently are unable to accumulate 

a lot of experience and practice.  

 

The Committee took note of the information presented by Greenland. 

 

Iceland  
Eriksson (Iceland) reported that there had been no new regulations on hunting of fin and minke whales 

the last year.  

 

Minke whaling   

The quota was 229 animals. There were two boats operative but these did not operate at the same time. 

Hunting period was from 30 April to 14 October. Due to bad weather and technical problems with the 

boats only 24 minke whales were caught.  

 

Fin whaling  

The quota was 154 animals of which 137 animals were caught. There were two boats operative. Hunting 

period was from 16 June to 31 September. No struck and lost, or infringements were reported. 

    

Iceland collected TTD data in the 2014 season including post-mortem examinations. Due to bad weather 

and technical problems with the hunting vessels, it was only possible to get enough data on the fin whale 

hunt. Iceland hope to  collect TTD data on minke whales in 2015. The data were collected after the 

Norwegian standard and are now being processed and analyzed in Norway. The plan is to present the 

data to NAMMCO in 2015 – see agenda item 4 below.  

 

National inspections were conducted on a random basis for both hunts.  

 

In Iceland the whalers have to pay for the license to hunt, in order to cover the price of inspection. To 

give better predictability and also encourage whaling the license period was increased from one to five 

years.   

 

The Committee took note of the information presented by Iceland. 

 

Norway  

Ynnesdal (Norway) reported that there had been no new regulations with respect to hunting of whales 

or seals in 2014. The TTD data collected in 2011 and 2012 are in the final stage of analyses and will be 

presented to NAMMCO in 2015 – see agenda item 4 below.   

 

Whaling 

2014 had been the best whaling season for years. 736 minke whales were caught including five stuck 

and lost of a quota of 1286. 23 licenses were given for the 2014 season of which 21 vessels participated 

which is an increase of 3 boats from 2013. The hunting period was from 1/4-25/9, no infringements 

reported.  
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Last year the Committee was informed about a planned seminar on safety and maintenance of harpoon 

canons organised by the Minke Whalers Association and Vessel owners. This seminar never took place 

due to lack of finances.  

 

Sealing 

2014 had also been the best sealing season for years. Three vessels were active in the West Ice, mainly 

in Greenlandic waters 7116 adult animals were caught of a quota of 21.270 adult animals. The hunting 

season was from 10 April to 30 June but all vessels were back before 17 May. No infringements were 

reported and all vessels had national inspectors on board. The national inspectors oversee and control 

that the hunting methods are in accordance with regulations and they also control the quality of the 

meat.   

 

In Norway the authorities encourage the whalers to increase the hunt and thus there are no fixed dates 

for the end of the hunting season. The marketing of the meat is the responsibility of the hunters and the 

marked – not the authorities. Last year “Merkevareforeningen” was established with the aim of 

increasing the home marked for whale meat. The idea is to critically review and establish standards for 

all steps in the process on how the meat is handled after the kill and until it is in the shops, and defining 

quality standards for the different parts of the whale meat. Most hunters have joined the 

Merkevareforening. 

 

The seal hunt differs in that it is 80 % subsidised by the authorities. The big question in Norway now is 

whether this will be the case in the years to come.  

 

The Committee took note of the information presented by Norway. 

 

3. Handbook/user manual  

Presented under this agenda item were documents:  

 NAMMCO/HM-November 2014-4 draft of the manual on small whale hunting in Greenland.  

 

The presented document was drafted based on the last telephone meeting held 14 May 2014.  

 

The Committee discussed the document thoroughly, going through the manual page by page editing 

text and deciding on illustrations, and the final structure of the manual.  

 

Levermann and the Secretariat were tasked with finalising the manual in accordance with decisions 

made by the Committee.   

 

The Committee commended Nette Levermann for her dedicated work on this manual.  

 

4.   Expert group meeting for presentation of TTD data  

Norway and Iceland have collected TTD data and these will be ready for evaluation in 2015. Norway 

collected data from the minke whale hunt in the seasons 2011 and 2012. Iceland intended to collect data 

from both the minke and fin whale hunts. Due to weather conditions and technical problems with the 

hunting vessels, collection of TTD from the minke whale hunt was not possible. TTD from the fin whale 

hunt was collected and are being processed and analysed in 2014 and can be presented to NAMMCO 

in 2015.  

 

The Committee discussed various frameworks for a possible evaluation of the TTD data. It was agreed 

to recommend to Council that NAMMCO organise an expert group meeting in line with the one held 

in 2010 to review and assess large whale killing methods. Also hunting nations like USA, Canada, 

Japan and Russia will be invited to inform about their hunting practises and present data from their large 

whale’s hunt. The following terms of reference was agreed upon:  
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The expert group meeting shall undertake a review and evaluate the whale killing data submitted to 

NAMMCO by member countries and associated hunting nations, as well as data and information on 

recent and ongoing research on improvements and technical innovations in hunting methods and gears 

used for the hunting of large whales. 

 

Anticipated duration of the meeting is two days and suggested venue is either in Copenhagen or in 

Reykjavik, in November 2015.  

 

The Committee also identified a preliminary list (not exclusive) of six possible experts from NAMMCO 

and non-member countries to be invited.  

 

Awaiting the deliberations of Council the Committee closed this agenda item.  

 

5. NAMMCO 22 follow up 

NAMMCO 22 tasked the Committee to organise a seminar on data collection, processing, analysis and 

presentation of TTD data. The request forwarded in recognition of recommendations arising from 

several expert group meetings on killing of large and small cetaceans. The method of collection and 

reporting of TTD should be similar for all member countries in order to facilitate comparisons between 

similar hunts and also between years to detect possible improvements in TTD. The method used for 

sampling, processing and analysis of TTD data from the minke whale hunt in Norway the last 30 years 

was recommended as the standard where possible.  

 

The Committee agreed to organise a very practical, hands on seminar where the participants would be 

able to process actual data as an exercise. Some introductory lectures like how and what data to collect, 

how the collected data is processed/qualified so that it can be fed into statistical programs, description 

of the statistical methods etc. will be proceeded by a practical session. In the practical session 

participants are expected to work with particular data sets and to analyse and present the results in a 

standardised manner. Output could be a 1-2 page technical description on how to analyze the raw data. 

 

Tentatively a two-day educational seminar is planned with participation from member countries but 

with the possibility for associated countries to take part if desirable. The idea is to hold this back to 

back with the expert group meeting described in agenda item 4 above.  

 

The Secretariat was asked to seek the advice of Lars Walløe with respect to how the transfer of 

knowledge regarding statistical methods and presentation could best be done in such a seminar.   

 

6. Election of officers 

Nette Levermann (Greenland) was elected as chair for the period 2015- 2017. Guðni Magnus Eriksson 

(Iceland) was elected as vice-chair for the period 2015 -2017. The Committee thanked the outgoing 

chair, Eyþór Björnsson (Iceland) for his efficient and professional leadership.  

 

7. Next meeting 

The next ordinary meeting in the Committee will be Friday 6 February 2015, back to back with the 

Annual meeting in Reykjavik, Iceland.  

 

8. Any other business  

Greenland raised the issue of reviving the workshop on handling, processing and utilisation of hunted 

marine mammals that had been on the agenda in 2009. It was suggested that a new angle could be to 

look at the issue in the frame of the ongoing initiative marine mammals and food security. 

 

The Committee agreed to revisit the issue at the next meeting, after having conferred with their 

homeland. The Committee asked the Chair and Secretariat to come up with a proposal for a program. 

 

Olsen informed that representatives of Taijii had approached the Faroe Islands on its killing method 

with the lance. Olsen had also been invited to attend a meeting organized by students from outside Taijii 
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that will take place in Taijii in the end of November. However as no hunters from Tajiin would be 

present at the meeting, Olsen had declined to participate.  

 

During IWC 65 informal discussion were held between NAMMCO and representatives from the 

Japanese Agency of Fisheries and the mayor of Taijii related to a possible workshop on hunting and 

killing methods in the whale hunt in Taijii. No conclusions were reached but the NAMMCO Secretariat 

agreed to provide a tentative programme and budget for such a workshop prior to NAMMCO 23.  

 

9.       Approval of the Report 

The report was approved by correspondence on 23 December 2014. 

 

  



NAMMCO/23/9 

7 

 

Appendix 1 

LIST OF REFERENCES ON HUNTING METHODS 

(Updated December 2014) 

 

FAROE ISLANDS 

 

Olsen, J. 2006. Hunting activities in the Faroe Islands: how user knowledge is gartered, kept and 

transmitted among pilot whale hunters in the Faroe Islands. In: Hovelsrud, G.K. and Winsnes, 

C. (eds). 2006. Users Knowledge. Proceedings from Conference, Reykjavík January 2003: 38-

43. 

Anonymous 1993. Comments from Denmark on IWC44/HKW/9, "Humane Killing Aspects of the Pilot 

Whale Hunt in the Faroe Islands". IWC Document IWC/45/HK2.  

Bloch, D., Desportes, G., Zachariassen, M. and Christiansen, I.: “The Northern Bottlenose Whale in the 

Faroe Islands, 1584-1993.” J. Zool., Lond.(1996) 239, 123-140 

Faroese Home Government 1988. Response from the Danish Government on the Methods used in the 

Faroese Pilot Whale Hunt, submitted to IWC/40.  

Hoydal, K. 1986. Recent Changes to Faroese Legislation on Whaling. IWC Document IWC/38/HKW. 

www.hval.djoralaeknin.com 

 

 

GREENLAND 

  

Born, E.W. 2005. The Walrus in Greenland. Ilinniusiorfik, ISBN 87-7975-221-7.  Pp. 80 (Available in 

Danish and Greenlandic language versions) 

Caulfield, R. A. 1991. Qeqartarsuarmi arfanniarneq: Greenland Inuit Whaling in Qeqartarsuaq Kommune, 

West Greenland. IWC Document TC/43/AS4. 

Caulfield, R.A. 2002. Whaling and Sustainability in Greenland. IWC Document IWC/54/AS4. 

Dahl, J. 1989. The Integrative and Cultural Role of Hunting and Subsistence in Greenland, Inuit Studies, 

13(1): 23-42. 

Donovan, G et al. 2010. Report of the Small Working Group on Conservation Factors (from Whales to 

Edible Products) for the Greenlandic Large Whale Hunt. IWC Document IWC/62/9. 

Greenland Home Rule 1987. Hunting Methods including the Cold/Warm Harpoon Question, IWC 

Document TC/39/AS2. 

Greenland Home Rule. 1988. Arfanniariaaserput - Our Way of Whaling  

Greenland Home Rule 1988. Denmark's Answers to the Remaining Questions stated in Document 

IWC/39/19 "Report of the Humane Killing Working Group", Annex 4. IWC Document 

TC/40/HK3. 

Greenland Home Rule 1988. Implementation of the Detonating Grenade Harpoon in Greenland's Whaling 

on an Experimental Basis. IWC Document TC/40/HK4. 

Greenland Home Rule 1989. Introduction of the Detonating Grenade Harpoon in Greenland Whaling on 

an Experimental basis. IWC Document TC/41/HK2. 

Greenland Home Rule 1990. Greenland Licenses for Hunting Minke Whales with Rifles. IWC Document 

TC/42/HK2. 

Greenland Home Rule 1990. Introduction of the Detonating Grenade Harpoon in Greenland on an 

Experimental Basis. IWC Document TC/42/HK1. 

Greenland Home Rule 1991. Designation of Types of Rifles in Greenland. IWC Document TC/43/AS1. 

Greenland Home Rule 1991. Introduction of the Detonating Grenade Harpoon in Greenland, 1991. IWC 

Document TC/43/HK2. 

Greenland Home Rule 1992.  Introduction of  the  Detonating  Grenade  Harpoon  in  

Greenland, 1992.  IWC Document TC/44/HK1. 

Greenland Home Rule 1993. Greenland Action Plan on Whale Hunting Methods, 1992. IWC Document 

TC/45/HK3. 

Greenland Home Rule 1994. Greenland Action Plan on Whale Hunting Methods. IWC Document 

IWC/46/AS3. 

http://www.hval.djoralaeknin.com/
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Greenland Home Rule 1995. Comments regarding the Terms of Reference to the second Workshop on 

Whale Killing Methods. - Greenland Action Plan on Whale Hunting Methods. IWC Document 

IWC/47/WK4 rev. 

Greenland Home Rule 1997. New Technologies, New Traditions: Recent Developments in Greenlandic 

Whaling. IWC Document IWC/49/AS3. 

Greenland Home Rule 1999. Efficiency in the Greenlandic Hunt of Minke and Fin whales, 1990-1998. 

IWC Document IWC/51/WK8.  

Greenland Home Rule 1999. Report on improving in ASW in Greenland. IWC Document IWC/51/WK7. 

Greenland Home Rule 1999. Status for Greenland Action Plan on Whale Killing Methods. 1999. IWC 

Document IWC/51/WK6.  

Greenland Home Rule 2000.  A note regarding information encouraged in IWC-resolution 51/44. IWC 

Document IWC/52/WKM & AWI2. 

Greenland Home Rule 2000. Report on improvings in ASW in Greenland. IWC Document IWC/52/WKM 

& AWI4.  

Greenland Home Rule 2000. Status for Greenland Action Plan on Whale Hunting Methods. IWC 

Document IWC/52/WKM & AWI3.  

Greenland Home Rule 2001. A note regarding information encouraged in IWC-resolution 51/44I. IWC 

Document IWC/53/WKM & AWI1. 

Greenland Home Rule 2001. Report on improvements in ASW in Greenland. IWC Document 

IWC/53/WKM & AWI3. 

Greenland Home Rule 2001. Status for Greenland Action Plan on Whale Hunting Methods. IWC 

Document IWC/53/WKM & AWI2. 

Greenland Home Rule 2002. A note regarding information encouraged in IWC-resolution 1999. IWC 

Document IWC/54/WKM & AWI2. 

Greenland Home Rule 2002. Report on improvements in ASW in Greenland. IWC Document 

IWC/54/WKM & AWI3.  

Greenland Home Rule 2002. Status for Greenland Action Plan on Whale Hunting Methods, 2001. IWC 

Document IWC/54/WKM & AWI5. 

Greenland Home Rule 2003. A note regarding information encouraged in IWC-resolution 1999. IWC 

Document IWC/55/WK9. 

Greenland Home Rule 2003. Report on improvements in ASW in Greenland. IWC Document 

IWC/55/WK10. 

Greenland Home Rule 2003. Status for Greenland Action Plan on Whale Hunting Methods, 2002. IWC 

Document IWC/55/WK11. 

Greenland Home Rule 2003. Times to death in the Greelandic minke and fin whale hunt in 2002. IWC 

Document IWC/55/WK12 rev. 

Greenland Home Rule 2004. A note regarding information encouraged in IWC-resolution 1999. IWC 

Document IWC/56/7. 

Greenland Home Rule 2004. Report on improvements in ASW in Greenland. IWC Document IWC/56/6. 

Greenland Home Rule 2004. Status for Greenland Action Plan on Whale Hunting  

Methods, 2003. IWC Document IWC/56/8. 

Greenland Home Rule 2004. Summary of activities related to the Action Plan on Whale Killing Methods. 

IWC Document IWC/56/5. 

Greenland Home Rule 2005. A note regarding information encouraged in IWC-resolution 1999. IWC 

Document IWC/57/WKM & AWI6. 

Greenland Home Rule 2005. Report on improvements in ASW in Greenland. IWC Document 

IWC/57/WKM & AW7.  

Greenland Home Rule 2005. Status for Greenland Action Plan on Whale Hunting Methods, 2004. IWC 

Document IWC/57/WKM & AW8.  

Greenland Home Rule 2006. A note regarding information encouraged in IWC-resolution 1999, for the 

Greenland catch of 2005. IWC Document IWC/58/WKM & AWI3.  

Greenland Home Rule 2006. Report on improvements in ASW in Greenland. IWC Document 

IWC/58/WKM & AWI4. 

Greenland Home Rule 2006. Status for Greenland Action Plan on Whale Hunting Methods. IWC 

Document IWC/58/ WKM & AWI5.. 
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Greenland Home Rule 2006. Summary of activities related to the Action Plan on Whale Killing Methods. 

IWC Document IWC/58/WKM & AWI6. 

Greenland Home Rule Government 2006. Whale killing methods and associated welfare issues in 

Greenland. IWC Document IWC/58/WKM & AWI7. 

Greenland Home Rule Government 2007. Summary of Activities Related to the Action Plan on Whale 

Killing Methods (based on Resolution 1999-1). IWC Document IWC/59/WKM&AWI/3 

Greenland Home Rule Government 2007. White Paper on Hunting of Large Whales in Greenland. IWC 

Document IWC/59/ASW8rev. 

Greenland Home Rule Government 2008. Summary of Activities Related to the Action Plan on Whale 

Killing Methods (based on Resolution 1999-1). IWC Document IWC/60/20 

Greenland Home Rule Government 2009. Summary of Activities Related to the Action Plan on Whale 

Killing Methods (based on Resolution 1999-1). IWC Document IWC/61/WKM&AWI/6 

Greenland Government 2010. Summary of Activities Related to the Action Plan on Whale Killing Methods 

(based on Resolution 1999-1). IWC Document IWC/62/22 

Greenland Government 2011. Summary of Activities Related to the Action Plan on Whale Killing Methods 

(based on Resolution 1999-1). IWC Document IWC/63/WKM&AWI9 

Greenland Government 2012. Summary of Activities Related to the Action Plan on Whale Killing Methods 

(based on Resolution 1999-1). IWC Document IWC/63/WKM&AWI7 

Greenland Government 2012. White paper on Management and Utilization of Large Whales in Greenland. 

IWC Document IWC/64/ASW7. 

Greenland Government 2013. Summary of Activities Related to the Action Plan on Whale Killing Methods 

(based on Resolution 1999-1). IWC Document IWC/65/WKM&AWI06  

Happynook, K. 2004. Whaling around the world. World Council of Whalers. ISBN 0-9733760-0-7 Pp.74 

(Greenland in p. 25 – 34) 

Jessen, A. 1992.  Modern Inuit Whaling in Greenland. 

Josefsen, E, Cutter 1990. Hunting of Minke Whale in Qaqortoq (Greenland): Case Study. IWC Document 

TC/42/SEST5. 

Larsen, S. E. and Hansen, K. G. 1990. Inuit and Whales at Sarfaq (Greenland): Case Study. IWC Document 

TC/42/SEST4. 

Petersen, R. 1987. Communal Aspects of Preparation for Whaling, of the Hunt Itself and of the Ensuing 

Products. 

Rosing, J. 1986.  Havets Enhjørning. Højbjerg Wormianon. 

Silis, I. 1997. Hvalernes Fjord. Atuakkiorfik, ISBN 87 558 1250 3. Pp. 88 

Stevenson, M.. G., Madsen A. and Maloney E., editors. 1997. The Anthropology of Community-Based 

Whaling in Greenland, A Collection of Papers Submitted to the International Whaling 

Commission. Studies in Whaling No 4, Occasional Publication No 42, Canadian Cicumpolar 

Institute, University of Alberta, Canada 

Ting, H. 1990. Encounters with wildlife in Greenland. Atuakkiorfik. ISBN 87 558 0547 7. Pp. 61 

Video – 1998. Hvalfangst i Grønland. 

Video – 1989. Introduktion om hvalgranat i Greenland.  

(WWC) World Council of Whalers. 1998. Whaling and Whale Use around the World – Greenland. General 

Assembly Report: p. 21. 

 

ICELAND 
 

Lambertsen,  Richard  H. and  Moore,  Michael  J.  1983.  Behavioral  and  post  mortem 

observations on fin whales killed with explosive harpoons with preliminary  

conclusions concerning killing efficiency: report to the International Whaling Commission from 

the Icelandic Whales research laboratory. IWC Document TC/36/HK3. 

Rowsell, Harry C. 1979. Assessment of harpooning as a humane killing method in whales: A report to the 

International Whaling Commission. 

Øen, Egil Ole 1987. Progress Report on Penthrite as Detonating Charge for 90 mm Harpoons. IWC 

Document TC/39/HK4. 
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NORWAY 

 

Knudsen S. K.,  Mørk S. and Øen E. O. 1999. A study on methods to assess time to unconsciousness or 

death in minke whale after penthrite grenade detonation. IWC Document IWC/51/WK12. 

Knudsen S. K., Rud H. J. and Øen E.O. 1999. The position of the brain in the minke whale in relation to 

external features. IWC Document IWC/51/WK13. 

Knudsen S. K., Mørk S. and Øen E. O. 2002. A novel method for in situ fixation of whale brains. Journal 

of Neuroscience Methods 120: 35-44 

Knudsen S. K. and  Øen  EO. 2003.  Blast-induced  neurotrauma in whales. Neuroscience  

 Research 46(3):265-386. 

Knudsen S. K. 2003. Criteria of death in whales. A comparative review. IWC Document  IWC/55/WK. 

Knudsen S. K. 2004. Assessment of insensibility and death in hunted whales. A study of trauma and its 

consequences caused by the currently used weapon and ammunition in the Norwegian hunt for 

minke whales, with special emphasis on the central nervous system. Thesis for the degree of 

Doctor Medicinae Veterinariae. The Norwegian School of Veterinary Science, Tromsø. ISBN 

82-7725-096-7.  

Knudsen S. K. 2005. A review of the criteria of insensibility and death in hunted whales compared to other 

species. The Veterinary Journal. In press.  

O’Hara T.M., Albert T.F., Øen E.O., Philo L.M., George J.C. and Ingling A.L. 1999. The role of Eskimo 

hunters, veterinarians, and other biologists in improving the humane aspects of the subsistence 

harvest of bowhead whales. JAVMA, 214, 1193-1198. 

Skoglund, K. 1997. Documentary film on Norwegian sealing. Polarfangst. 

Øen E. O. 1982. Progress Report on Studies to increase the Efficiency of Killing Methods in Norwegian 

Small-Type Whaling.  IWC Document SC/34/010. 

Øen E. O. 1983. Electrical Whaling - A Review. Nord. Vet.-Med. 35: 319-323. 

Øen E. O. 1983. Progress report on research to develop more humane killing methods in Norwegian 

whaling.  IWC Document TC/35/HK1. 

Øen E. O. 1983. Killing Times of Minke Whales in the Norwegian Coastal Whaling in the 1981 and 1982 

Seasons. Nord. Vet.-Med. 35, 314-318. 

Øen E. O. 1984. Progress report on research in 1983-84 to develop more humane killing methods in 

Norwegian whaling. IWC Document TC/36/HK1. 

Øen E. O. 1984. The Use of Drugs in Whaling. IWC Document TC/36/HK2. 

Øen E. O. 1985. Progress report on research in 1984-85 to develop more humane killing methods in 

Norwegian whaling.  IWC Document IWC/37/19. 

Øen E. O. 1989. Chemical Immobilization and Marking of Minke Whales. A Report of Field Trials in 

1988. IWC Document SC/41/NHMi10. 
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Appendix 2 

LIST OF LAWS AND REGULATIONS IN NAMMCO MEMBER COUNTRIES   
(Updated December 2014) 

 

FAROE ISLANDS 

 

Parliamentary Act    No 57 of 5 June 1984 on whale hunting 

No 54 of 20 May 1996 amending Parliamentary Act on whale hunting                              

 No 9 of 14 March 1985 on the protection of animals, as last amended by 

Parliamentary Act No 60 of 30 May 1990 

 No 43 of 22 May 1969 on weapons etc. as amended by Parliamentary Act No 

54 of 12 May 1980 

 No 128 of 25 October 1988 on hare hunting 

 

Executive order No 57 of 12 September 1969 on weapons etc. 

No 19 of 1 March 1996 on exemption from protection of whales  

No 126 of 23 June 1997 on protection of whales 
No  87 of 20 September 2007 on protections of whales 

No 100 of 5 July 2013 on pilot whaling. 

  

  

GREENLAND   

 

Greenland Home  

Rule Act   No 12 of 29 October 1999 on hunting 

No 11 of 12 November 2001 on revisions to Greenland Home Rule Act No 12 

of 29 October 1999 on hunting 

No 9 of 15 April 2003 on revisions to Greenland Home Rule Act No 12 of 29 

October 1999 on hunting  

No 1 of 16 Mai 2008 on revisions to Greenland Home Rule Act No 12 of 29 

October 1999 on hunting 

No 25 of 18 December 2003 on animal welfare  

No 29 of 18 December 2003 on nature protection 

 

Executive Order No 26 of 24 October 1997 on extraordinary check and approval of harpoon 

canons  

No 22 of 19 August 2002 on trophy-hunting and fishing 

No 18 of 9 October 2012 on hunting licenses for full time hunters 

No 17 of 9 October 2012 on hunting licenses for part- 

time hunters   

No 7 of 29 March 2011 on protection and hunting of beluga and narwhal  

No 21 of 22 September 2005 on protection and hunt of polar bears 

No 20 of 27 October 2006 on protection and hunting of walrus  

No 4 of 7 February 2013 on protection and hunting of large whales  

No 12 of 16 July 2010 on reporting from hunting and strike of large whales  

No 16 of 12 November 2010 on protection and hunting of seals  

 

 

Catch registration form (1993-present) “Piniarneq” 
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ICELAND 

 

Law  No 26, May 3, 1949 on whaling 

 No 40, June 1, 1979 on amendments to Law No 26/1949 on whaling 

  No 23, April 17, 1991 on amendments to Law No 26/1949 on whaling (cf. 

Law No 40/1979) 

 No 92, July 1, 1991 on amendments to Law 26/1949 on whaling (cf. Law No 

40/1979 and 23/1991) 

 

Regulation No 163, May 30, 1973 on whaling 

 No 304, May 9, 1983 on amendments to Regulation No 163 of May 30, 1973 

on whaling 

 No 239, May 10, 1984 on amendments to Regulation No 163 of May 30, 1973 

on whaling (cf. Regulation No 304/1983) 

 No 862, October 17, 2006 on amendments to Regulation No 163 of May 30, 

1973 on whaling (cf. Regulation No 304/1983 and 239/1984) 

 No 822, September 14, 2007, on amendments to Regulation No 163 of May 

30, 1973 on whaling (cf. Regulation No 304/1983, 239/1984 and 862/2006) 

 No 456, May 19, 2008, on amendments to Regulation No 163 of May 30, 

1973 on whaling (cf. Regulation No 304/1983, 239/1984, 862/2006 and 

822/2007) 

 No 58, January 27, 2009, on amendments to Regulation No 163 of May 30, 

1973 on whaling (cf. Regulation No 304/1983, 239/1984, 862/2006, 

822/2007 and 456/2008) 

 No 263, Mars 9, 2009 on amendments to Regulation No 163 of May 30, 1973 

on whaling (cf. Regulation No 304/1983, 239/1984, 862/2006, 822/2007, 

456/2008 and 58/2009) 

 No 359, April 6, 2009 on amendments to Regulation No 163 of May 30, 1973 

on whaling (cf. Regulation No 304/1983, 239/1984, 862/2006, 822/2007, 

456/2008 58/2009 and 263/2009) 

 No 414, April 29, 2009 on the ban on whale hunting in specific areas. 

 

Minke waling licenses Rules in the licenses for minke whaling. 

 

 

NORWAY  

 

Act of 29 May 1981 No 38       Relating to Wildlife and Wildlife Habitats (the Wildlife act) 

Act of 27 March 1999 No 15    Relating to the Right to Participate in Fisheries and Hunting  

Act of 6 June 2008 No 37           The Marine Resources Act  

Act of 19 June 2009 No 97   Animal Welfare  

 

Executive Orders from the Department of Fisheries and Coastal Affairs: 

  

31 March 2000 Regulation of the practice of hunting minke whales. 

11 March 2003             Regulation of the practice of hunting seals in the West Ice and the East Ice 

 

The Ministry of Fisheries and Coastal Affairs and the Directorate of Fisheries issues each year executive 

orders relating to the participation and governing of the hunt of Whales and Seals.  
 


