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1 CHAIR’S OPENING REMARKS 1 

The Chair of the Meeting of the Management Committee for Seals and Walrus (MCSW), Jóhann 2 
Ásmundsson (Iceland), welcomed participants (listed in Appendix 1) to the meeting. Ásmundsson 3 
noted that NAMMCO Deputy Secretary Naima El bani Altuna would act as main rapporteur, with 4 
support from the Secretariat. The aims of this meeting were the same as those of the Joint meeting of 5 
the Management Committees (MCJ), but focussing solely on topics related to seals and walrus. 6 

The Chair noted that all the meeting documents (see Appendix 2) had been made available on the 7 
NAMMCO website two weeks prior to the meeting. 8 

2 ADOPTION OF AGENDA 9 

The agenda (Appendix 3), which had been circulated online on 6 March 2026, was adopted without 10 
modification. 11 

3 CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT MEASURES FOR SEAL AND WALRUS 12 
STOCKS  13 

3.1 BEARDED SEAL 14 
Active Request to the Scientific Committee from the Council 15 

• R-2.7.1 (Rephrased 2024, ongoing) To complete its review and assessment of bearded seals 16 
when the necessary data become available, and collect and analyse existing information. 17 

Updates from the Scientific Committee 18 

The Chair invited Sandra Granquist, Chair of the SC, to present the updates from the SC on bearded 19 
seals. 20 

In response to R-2.7.1, the SC agreed to revisit the status of knowledge on bearded seals in 2027, when 21 
all the survey data from Greenland will have been analysed. Greenland will collect data on bearded 22 
seals when they are conducting the walrus survey in 2026. 23 

 24 

Comments from Parties 25 

No comments were made from the Parties. 26 

MCSW Conclusion 27 

The MCSW took note of the SC’s plan. No new requests were proposed, and the MCSW agreed to keep 28 
the status of request R‑2.7.1 unchanged. 29 

3.2 RINGED SEAL 30 
Active Request to the Scientific Committee from the Council 31 

• R-2.3.3 (Rephrased 2024, ongoing) To complete its review and assessment of ringed seals 32 
when the necessary data become available, and collect and analyse existing information. 33 

Updates from the Scientific Committee 34 

The Chair invited Granquist to present the updates from the SC on ringed seals. 35 

In response to R-2.3.3, the SC noted that a full assessment of ringed seals cannot yet be conducted. 36 
However, the SC agreed to conduct a formal assessment of ringed seals in Kangia fjord in West 37 
Greenland at SC/33, given the uniqueness of this group and the urgency of this matter. This assessment 38 
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will be held during a dedicated session, with all necessary information prepared by Greenland in 39 
advance. The SC also highlighted the importance of progressing with the recommendation reiterated 40 
from SC/31, namely to determine whether there are isolated ringed seal stocks in other fjord systems 41 
besides Kangia fjord. 42 

 43 

Recommendations from the Scientific Committee 44 

Recommendations for Research with implications for the Parties 45 

Comments from Parties 46 

Greenland noted that they look forward to receiving more information on the ongoing ringed seal 47 
surveys in Kangia fjord being conducted by the Greenland Institute of Natural Resources (GINR). 48 
Greenland also highlighted that the existence of a different type of seal was first recognised by local 49 
communities and later confirmed by scientists. 50 

Furthermore, Greenland informed the meeting that, following the SC’s recommendation, research in 51 
other isolated fjords as informed will begin; however, this work remains financially challenging because 52 
funding has to be in place. 53 

MCSW Conclusion 54 

The MCSW renewed the endorsement of the recommendation of the SC for ringed seals.  55 

The MCSW agreed that R-2.3.3 for ringed seals should remain ongoing. No new requests were 56 
proposed concerning ringed seals. 57 

3.3 HARBOUR AND GREY SEALS 58 
Active Requests to the Scientific Committee from the Council 59 

• R-2.4.2 (Rephrased 2024, ongoing) To provide a new assessment of grey seal stocks in all 60 
NAMMCO areas. 61 

• R-2.5.2 (Renewed 2019, ongoing) To conduct a formal assessment of the status of harbour 62 
seals in all NAMMCO areas as soon as feasible.  63 

• R-2.5.3 (2025, ongoing) To investigate alternatives to traditional crewed aerial and boat-based 64 
surveys as methods for estimating coastal seal abundance. 65 

Updates from the Scientific Committee 66 

The Chair invited Granquist to present the updates from the SC on harbour and grey seals. 67 

In response to R-2.4.2 and R-2.5.2, the SC agreed that postponing the Coastal Seals Working Group 68 
(CSWG) meeting by an additional year, to 2027, would be acceptable. In the interim, the SC agreed 69 
that a short online meeting should be held in the autumn of 2026 to provide a status update and to 70 
ensure clarity regarding the requirements and preparatory work needed for the 2027 meeting. 71 

Regarding R-2.5.3, the SC agreed that this request should be incorporated into the Terms of Reference 72 
of the CSWG or, alternatively, addressed by organising a back-to-back workshop with the Working 73 
Group (WG). This workshop could have the more focused objective of reviewing alternative survey 74 
methods for coastal seals. The SC agreed that this matter should be revisited during the CSWG online 75 
meeting in autumn 2026. 76 

Recommendations from the Scientific Committee 77 

Greenland 

• (reiterated from SC/31) Determine whether there are isolated ringed seal stocks in different 
fjord systems. 
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Recommendations for Research with implications for the Parties 78 

 79 

Comments from Parties 80 

The Faroe Islands informed the meeting that genetic analyses indicate the presence of a distinct 81 
Faroese stock of grey seals. Although there had initially been concern that removals might pose a 82 
threat to this population, that concern led to increased research on the species, and current findings 83 
suggest that the population is viable. Targeted removals around aquaculture farms stopped in 2021, 84 
and there is currently no harvest. A new survey is planned for summer 2026 and this will be presented 85 
in the upcoming CSWG. 86 

The Chair asked Iceland and Norway for updates regarding the recommendation addressed to them 87 
and reiterated by SC/32. 88 

The Vice-Chair of the SC, Anne Kirstine Frie, noted that there is general agreement to implement the 89 
recommendation in Norway. However, the Institute of Marine Research (IMR) currently lacks the 90 
necessary funding, particularly for seal related work. Norway will nonetheless explore the possibility 91 
of securing funding and will work with the IMR to determine how to move forward. 92 

Iceland did not have any new information to report, although they reiterated the importance of the 93 
SC/32 recommendation concerning data collection to address the issue of misidentification in by-94 
catch. They remain in the process of developing an implementation plan and hope to be able to report 95 
on progress soon. 96 

The Chair concluded by noting that it is encouraging to see ongoing efforts and expressed hope that 97 
results will be achieved sooner rather than later, despite the challenges involved. 98 

MCSW Conclusion 99 

The MCSW renewed the endorsement of the recommendation of the SC for Iceland and Norway for 100 
harbour and grey seals.  101 

The MCSW agreed to keep R-2.4.2, R-2.5.2, and R-2.5.3 for coastal seals ongoing. No new requests 102 
were proposed for these species. 103 

3.4 HARP AND HOODED SEALS 104 
Active Requests to the Scientific Committee from the Council 105 

• R-2.1.4 (2024, standing) To regularly update the stock status of North Atlantic harp and 106 
hooded seals as new information becomes available. 107 

• R-2.1.9 (2022, ongoing) To investigate possible reasons for the apparent decline of Greenland 108 
Sea stock of hooded seals and assess the status of the stock. 109 

• R-2.1.10rev (2019, standing) To provide advice on the total allowable catches for the 110 
management of harp seals. 111 

• R-2.1.12 (2025, ongoing) Investigate whether and to what extent the coastal hooded seal hunt 112 
in East Greenland will be affected if the decline in the Greenland Sea and west Atlantic 113 
populations continues. 114 

Updates from the Scientific Committee 115 
The Chair invited Granquist to present the updates from the SC on harp and hooded seals. 116 

Iceland and Norway 

• (reiterated from SC/28, SC/30, and SC/31) Improve knowledge on by-catches with data on 
species, genetics, and age, by collecting jaws from by-caught seals. 
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Requests R-2.1.4, R-2.1.9, R-2.1.10, and R-2.1.12 could not be addressed by SC/32, as the current 117 
population models are not fit for purpose and therefore do not allow a reliable assessment to be 118 
conducted. 119 

In the absence of a planned WGHARP meeting in 2026, the SC agreed that to provide a preliminary 120 
reply to R-2.1.12, Greenland will compile the relevant information on the potential impacts of the 121 
decline in hooded seals on the hooded seal hunt, in order to support a response to this request. This 122 
information will be submitted to SC/33 in 2027. 123 

Comments from Parties 124 

Greenland indicated that, from a management perspective, the level of hooded seal harvest in East 125 
Greenland seems very low. The harvest levels have not resulted in any detectable negative impact on 126 
the hooded seal population, given that they are minimal in scale and hunted exclusively for subsistence 127 
purposes rather than commercial use. 128 

MCSW Conclusion 129 

The MCSW agreed to keep R-2.1.9 and R-2.1.12 for harp and hooded seals ongoing. No new requests 130 
were proposed for these species. 131 

3.5 WALRUS 132 
Updates from the Scientific Committee 133 
The Chair invited Granquist to present the updates from the SC on walrus. 134 

Given the significant time gap since the most recent walrus assessment in 2018, Greenland indicated 135 
a need for updated scientific advice at Council 32 (2025). The SC acknowledged this need but agreed 136 
that it would be most appropriate to postpone the work until late 2027, in anticipation of new survey 137 
data expected to become available in 2026. Accordingly, the SC decided to postpone convening the 138 
Walrus WG until late 2027. 139 

Recommendations from the Scientific Committee 140 

Recommendations for removals 141 

Comments from Parties 142 

Greenland reported that the Greenlandic Government continues to adhere to the existing scientific 143 
advice for both West Greenland and East Greenland and welcomes the new recommendation that will 144 
follow the 2027 Walrus WG.  145 

Greenland also noted a decline in reported catches in the Qaanaaq area since 2015. Consultations with 146 
hunters suggest that this decline is primarily driven by changing ice conditions. Shorter periods of 147 
stable ice cover, together with the ice edge now forming closer to the settlement, limit hunters’ ability 148 
to reach walrus using traditional hunting methods. These conditions make sea travel more difficult, 149 
particularly given that the preferred hunting method, using qajaqs and hand harpoons and rifles near 150 
the ice edge, relies on predictable and stable ice. As a result, the decrease in catches reflects reduced 151 
access to walrus, rather than a reduction in walrus abundance. Similar feedback was obtained from 152 
hunters in Ittoqqortoormiit. They report that current ice conditions are increasingly challenging, noting 153 
that although walrus remain visible from the settlement, the worsening sea ice conditions prevent 154 
them from safely reaching the animals. 155 

MCSW Conclusion 156 

Greenland 

• Until a new assessment is conducted, the advice on removals from 2018 should continue to 
be followed. 
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No new requests were formulated for walrus. 157 

4 UPDATE ON MEMBERS’ RESPONSES TO PROPOSALS FOR CONSERVATION 158 
AND MANAGEMENT 159 

Prior to the meeting of the MCSW, each Party had shared updates on individual proposals and 160 
recommendations made by the SC and forwarded at previous annual meetings. These were presented 161 
in document NAMMCO/33/MC/05. It was noted that several recommendations could be considered 162 
completed, but no other comments were made. 163 

5 ANY OTHER BUSINESS 164 

No other business was discussed. 165 

6 CLOSE OF MEETING 166 

The Chair thanked the participants for their attendance and contributions. The participants thanked 167 
the Chair for steering the meeting and El bani Altuna for rapporteuring. 168 

7 ADOPTION OF REPORT 169 

The report was adopted on 26 March 2026.  170 

  171 
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APPENDIX 1: PARTICIPANT LIST 172 

(Name of participants appear in alphabetical order of their first name) 173 
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Faroe Marine Research Institute 
bjarnim@hav.fo 

Tina Kajsdóttir 
Faroese Whalers Association 
tina-jorgensen@email.fo 

Páll Nolsøe (Chair) 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs and Culture 
palln@mfa.fo 

Ulla S. Wang 
Ministry of Fisheries, Industry and Trade 
ulla.svarrer.wang@fisk.fo 

Ragnar Jacobsen 
Faroese Whalers Association 
Ragnar-j@olivant.fo 

 

Greenland  

Amalie Jessen (C) 
Ministry of Fisheries Hunting, Agriculture and 
Self-Sufficiency 
amalie@nanoq.gl 

Niels Lyberth 
Ministry of Fisheries Hunting, Agriculture and 
Self-Sufficiency 
nily@nanoq.gl  

Naja Holm 
Ministry of Fisheries Hunting, Agriculture and 
Self-Sufficiency 
naho@nanoq.gl 

 

Iceland  

Davíð Örn Sveinbjörnsson 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
david.orn.sveinbjornsson@utn.is  

Jóhann Ásmundsson 
Directorate of Fisheries 
johann.asmundsson@fiskistofa.is 

Hjalti Jón Guðmundsson (C) 
Ministry of Industries 
hjalti.jon.gudmundsson@atrn.is  

Kristján Loftsson 
Hvalur H.F. 
kl@hvalur.is 

Norway  

Bjarne Pettersen 
Norwegian Whaler’s Association 
bjapett@hotmail.com  

Kathrine A. Ryeng  
Institute of Marine Research 
kathrine.ryeng@hi.no   

Guro Gjelsvik 
Directorate of Fisheries 
gugje@fiskeridir.no  

Mia Josefine Mossige 
UiT The Arctic University of Norway 
miamossige@gmail.com  
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Jenny Natvik 
Directorate of Fisheries 
jenny.natvik@fiskeridir.no 

Petter Meier (C) 
Norwegian Ministry of trade, Industry and 
Fisheries 
petter.meier@nfd.dep.no 

SCIENTIFIC COMMITTEE  

Anne Kirstine Frie (SC Vice-Chair) 
Institute of Marine Research 
anne.kirstine@hi.no 

Sandra Magdalena Granquist (SC Chair) 
Ministry of Fisheries, Industry and Trade 
sandra.magdalena.granquist@hafogvatn.is 

OBSERVER GOVERNMENTS  

Denmark  

Lars Thostrup 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs 
lartho@um.dk 

 

Japan  

Chiaki Yamada 
Fisheries Agency of Japan 
chiaki_yamada590@maff.go.jp 

Luis Pastene 
Institute of Cetacean Research 
pastene@cetacean.jp 

Hibiki Yasuda 
Ministry of Justice 
h-yasuda6fa@moj.go.jp 

Masaki Kawaguchi  
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan 
masaki.kawaguchi@mofa.go.jp 

Ichiro Nomura 
Ministry of Agriculture, Forestry and Fisheries 
ichiro_nomura470@maff.go.jp 

Takaaki Sakamoto 
Fisheries Agency of Japan 
takaaki_sakamoto720@maff.go.jp 

Kanako Otsubo 
Ministry of Foreign Affairs of Japan 
kanako.otsubo@mofa.go.jp 

 Yume Kawai 
Fisheries Agency of Japan 
yume_kawai330@maff.go.jp 

United States (online)  

Elizabeth Phelps 
Office of Ocean and Polar Affairs, U.S. 
Department of State 
phelpse@state.gov  

 

INTERGOVERNMENTAL ORGANISATIONS  

International Whaling Commission (online)  

Iain Staniland 
iain.staniland@iwc.int  

Martha Rojas Urrego 
martha.rojas@iwc.int   

Northeast Atlantic Fisheries Organisation (NEAFC) 

Observer: Norway   
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Observer: Norway   
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Chairman of the board 
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Member of the board 
 

Niels Boassen 
Acting CEO 
nibo@knapk.gl  

 

Makivvik Corporation 

Laurie Beaupré 
Assistant Director, Department of Environment 
Wildlife and Research 
lbeaupre@makivvik.ca  

 

Nunavut Tunngavik Inc.  

David Qammaniq 
Chairman 
Qikiktaaluuq Wildlife Board 
dqajaaq@gmail.com 

Raymond Mercer 
Resource Manager 
Department of Wildlife and Environment 
rmercer@tunngavik.com  

Gabriel Nirlungayuq 
Director 
Department of Wildlife and Environment 
gnirlungayuk@tunngavik.com 

 

World Conservation Trust (IWMC) (online)  

Eugene Lapointe 
elapointe@iwmc.org  

Priyanshu Kamble 
priyanshh.999@gmail.com 

NAMMCO SECRETARIAT  

Geneviève Desportes 
Secretary General 
genevieve@nammco.org  

Maria Garagouni 
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maria@nammco.org  

Ian Bolduc 
Deputy Secretary 
ian.bolduc@nammco.org  

Naima El bani Altuna 
Deputy Secretary 
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Document number Title Agenda 
item 

NAMMCO/33/08 Report of the Scientific Committee MCJ, MCC, 
MCSW 

NAMMCO/33/MC/01 Joint List of Documents for the Management Committees MCJ, MCC, 
MCSW 

NAMMCO/33/MC/02 Annotated Agenda Joint Meeting of the Management 
Committees (MCJ) MCJ 

NAMMCO/33/MC/03 Annotated Agenda Management Committee for Cetaceans 
(MCC) MCC 

NAMMCO/33/MC/04 Annotated Agenda Management Committee for Seals and 
Walrus (MCSW) MCSW 

NAMMCO/32/MC/05 
List of Proposals for Conservation and Management and 
Recommendations for Research generated by the MCs at 
previous meetings, with Responses from the Parties 

MCJ, MCC, 
MCSW 

NAMMCO/32/MC/06 
List of Active Requests from the NAMMCO Council to the 
Scientific Committee, with Responses from the Scientific 
Committee 

MCJ, MCC, 
MCSW 

NAMMCO/32/MC/07 List of Participants MCJ, MCC, 
MCSW 
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