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Chair, distinguished delegates, representatives of member governments of Indigenous 

organisations, and invited observers, 

IWMC World Conservation Trust is grateful to the Chair, the Secretary-General, and the 

Government of Greenland for the invitation to participate in the 33rd annual meeting of the 

Council. 

For more than three decades IWMC has worked to promote science-based conservation 

and the responsible, sustainable use of wildlife resources. Marine mammals are not only 

important components of marine ecosystems for many Arctic and coastal communities, 

they remain vital sources of food, culture, and economic resilience. 

The theme of this meeting, conserving marine mammals in times of rapid environmental 

change, is therefore particularly timely. Climate change is already altering sea ice patterns, 

prey availability, and migration routes across the North Atlantic. These changes require 

management systems that are grounded in science, monitoring, and practical adaptation, 

and not in pointless measures aiming at contradicting nature. 

NAMMCO remains one of the few international bodies where marine mammal conservation 

and sustainable use are addressed together in a balanced and pragmatic way. 

Unfortunately, this balance is increasingly absent in other international discussions. In 

institutions such as the IWC and in debates linked to CITES, the sustainable use dimension 

of marine mammals is often politically sidelined or ignored, even where harvests are well 

regulated and scientifically supported. 

This is where NAMMCO’s work is important beyond the North Atlantic. The Commission 

demonstrates that conservation, responsible harvest, and community livelihoods can 

coexist under strong scientific management. The experience developed within NAMMCO 



also has wider relevance at a time when many regions of the world are searching for 

practical ways to reconcile wildlife conservation with livelihoods and food security. 

At a time when global food security is becoming an increasingly serious challenge, the 

responsible use of wildlife resources should not be treated as a taboo subject. The 

experience and management frameworks developed within NAMMCO show that 

sustainable marine mammal use can support both conservation and human resilience. 

IWMC looks forward to constructive discussions during this meeting and to continued 

cooperation with NAMMCO and its member governments. 

 

IWMC World Conservation Trust 

Lausanne, 17 March 2026 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 



 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 

 


