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First of all, Japan would like to express its sincere appreciation to the Government of
Greenland for hosting the NAMMCO Council meeting with great hospitality and efficiency.
NAMMCO has made remarkable achievements in the conservation and management of
marine mammals since its establishment in 1992, and we would like to extend our heartfelt
respect to all NAMMCO Members for their significant contributions over the past three
decades. It is an honor for us to attend this Council meeting, and we stand ready to
contribute to discussions as an observer.

Notwithstanding its withdrawal from the International Convention for the Regulation of
Whaling (ICRW) in 2019, Japan remains firmly committed to international cooperation for
the proper management of cetaceans, working with relevant international organizations,
including NAMMCO and IWC. Japan will continue to make every effort to reaffirm the
solidarity of countries that support the sustainable use of marine living resources. As part of
these efforts, this year again, Japan is holding the “Meeting on Sustainable Use of Aquatic
Living Resources” in Tokyo around July.

Reinforcing its science-based approach, Japan’s efforts to enhance collaboration with
NAMMCO and its Members will remain undeterred.

Japan would like to express its sincere appreciation to NAMMCO for having provided its
scientists with the opportunity to participate in the 32" meeting of the NAMMCO Scientific
Committee, which was held in the Faroe Islands on 19 - 22 January. At the meeting,
Japanese scientists shared information on whale research in the North Pacific and Antarctic.
Japan is grateful to the Scientific Committee for its great interest in, and high appreciation
for the information shared by those scientists. It is also worth noting that the Committee
evaluated positively the progress made on two research projects conducted in collaboration
between Japan and NAMMCO - the MINTAG project and an ecological project aimed to
elucidate factors which cause annual changes in the distribution of common minke whales
in the western North Pacific, and comparison with the case of North Atlantic common minke
whales - and provided useful suggestions and recommendations for the continuation of
these projects. Japan is convinced that this scientific collaboration will contribute to the
proper management of aquatic living resources both in the North Atlantic and North Pacific.
In addition, Japan extends its gratitude to NAMMCO for providing Japanese scientists the
opportunity to participate in two working groups, namely, the Abundance Estimates Working
Group and the Genetics Working Group, established under the Scientific Committee. Those
meetings provided opportunities for Japanese scientists to contribute their technical
expertise to the discussions.

Furthermore, Japan remains committed to continuing its scientific and financial contributions
to the MINTAG Project, which aims to develop new satellite tags for fast-swimming rorquals
and pilot whales, and also expresses its willingness to explore new cooperative projects to
follow.

Japan would like to continue expanding its cooperation with NAMMCO beyond scientific
areas to broader communication, and specific joint projects. Japan is also giving favourable
consideration to engaging in the cooperation projects which were suggested at the informal



meeting between Japan and NAMMCO held in Tokyo last month.

As a tangible demonstration of the steadily deepening bilateral partnership, Japan welcomed
the Chair of the NAMMCO Council, Mr. Pall NOLSQE, to Japan this February to further the
constructive dialogue between Japan and NAMMCO on future avenues of cooperation. This
visit provided a valuable opportunity to reaffirm our shared commitment to science-based
management and to exchange views on the future direction of cooperation between Japan
and NAMMCO. Japan expresses its sincere appreciation for the Chair’s visit and sincerely
hopes that this constructive dialogue will further enhance cooperation and exchanges
between Japan and NAMMCO.

Finally, Japan wishes to inform the Council that Mr. Sakamoto, whom you all know very well,
will be succeeding Mr. Nomura as Japan’s representative of the NAMMCO from April 2026.
Japan expresses its gratitude to NAMMCO members for their cooperation thus far. In
conclusion, Japan reiterates its conviction that the collaboration between NAMMCO and
Japan is a driving force in international fora to promote conservation and sustainable use of
marine living resources based on scientific evidence.

Thank you.



