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Action requested • Take note of decisions 

Background/content This document contains: 

• New and reiterated proposals for conservation and management 
forwarded by the Management Committees from SC/32, including  

• New and reiterated research recommendations to Parties forwarded 
by the Management Committees from SC/32 
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MANAGEMENT COMMITTEES’ DECISIONS ON SC/32 
RECOMMENDATIONS TO PARTIES FOR CONSERVATION 

AND MANAGEMENT AND RESEARCH 
 

1 RECOMMENDATIONS REGARDING REMOVALS FORWARDED TO THE 
PARTIES 

Faroe Islands 
Pilot whale  

• A five-year limit of 5,432 removals of pilot whales in the Faroe Islands. 

Greenland  
Narwhal  

• (reiterated from SC/28 to SC/30) Zero catches of narwhals in all three East Greenland 
Management Areas.  

Beluga  

• (reiterated from SC/31) Zero catches of belugas in East Greenland.  
Pilot whale  

• A five-year limit of 1,576 pilot whales landed in West Greenland and of 576 landed (640 minus 
10% struck and lost) pilot whales in East Greenland. 

Iceland  
Minke whale  

• Catch limits for 2026 within the Small Area CIC are 134 whales (tuning level 0.6) or 86 whales 
(tuning level 0.72). These are recommended as interim catch limits until the NASS 2024 
abundance estimates are finalised and incorporated into a full recalculation. In the absence of 
updated advice, this interim advice can continue to be extended following the 20% phase-out 
per year. 

Fin whale  

Catch limits for 2026 should follow: 

• V3: 150 whales (tuning level 0.6) or 90 whales (tuning level 0.72) in EG+WI+EI/F or 
• V7: 116 whales in area EG+WI plus 34 whales in area EI/F (0.6 tuning) or 70 whales in EG+WI 

plus 21 whales in area EI/F (0.72 tuning). 

These are recommended as interim catch limits until the NASS 2024 abundance estimates are finalised 
and incorporated into a full recalculation. In the absence of updated advice, this interim advice can 
continue to be extended following the 20% phase-out per year. 
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2 PROPOSALS FOR CONSERVATION AND MANAGEMENT FORWARDED TO 
PARTIES 

All Parties  
Fin and minke whale  

• The analyses of existing and new material with respect to age, sex, reproductive status, and 
health should be undertaken by 2028, for both minke and fin whales.  

• Implement systematic data collection and reporting schemes to improve reliability of data on 
by-catches and vessel strikes. 

• Prioritise the allocation of funds in support of coordinated efforts to place cetacean observers 
on fishery vessels on an annual basis. 

Pilot whale  

• A survey to provide new information on abundance should be conducted within the next 10 
years.  

• More telemetry data should be collected from the Faroe Islands and additional areas across 
the North Atlantic to provide more representative geographical coverage. Tagging should aim 
to provide a more representative coverage of the whole year.  

Norway & Iceland  
Coastal seals  

• (reiterated from SC/28, SC/30, and SC/31) Improve knowledge on by-catches with proper 
species identification, and data on genetics and age, by collecting jaws from by-caught seals.  

Faroe Islands  
Pilot whale  

• Sampling and ageing of pilot whales should be conducted to provide a representative sample 
of the entire catch.  

Greenland  
Pilot whale  

• Undertake sampling for biological parameters from the drive hunts in West Greenland.  
• Collect and analyse more genetic samples from West Greenland.  
• Collect samples and conduct analyses to better inform stock definition in East and West 

Greenland (e.g., long-term telemetry, stable isotopes, contaminant levels).  
 
 

Walrus  

• (reiterated from SC/30) Continue using the existing management advice from 2018 until 
updated advice becomes available.  

Iceland  
Pilot whale  

• Age existing tooth samples and collect data to inform biological parameters whenever 
possible.  
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3 RECOMMENDATIONS FOR RESEARCH WITH IMPLICATIONS FOR THE 
PARTIES OR NAMMCO FORWARDED TO PARTIES 

Pilot whale  

• (Reiterated from the WG on Genetics 2024) Initiate a dedicated genetic monitoring programme 
based on archival and newly collected samples from harvested groups in Greenland and the 
Faroe Islands, as well as in mass stranding events wherever they occur, to determine:   

• family groupings and social structure,   
• putative population of origin,   
• the influence of removing entire family units during pilot whale hunts, for instance in 

terms of genetic diversity, inbreeding levels, mutation load, and standing genetic 
variation.   

• Review and standardise the techniques used for ageing and obtaining reproductive parameters 
and determine whether there may be a common methodological bias in existing data.  

• Collect information on body condition (e.g., blubber thickness) to monitor the effects of 
environmental changes.  

Fin and minke whale  

• That NAMMCO approaches the IWC with a view to holding a joint workshop on common minke 
whale and fin whale population structure and movements in 2028. An online scoping 
workshop should be held in 2026 to discusses available data, analyses, and a workplan to 
ensure that the necessary information is available for the 2028 joint workshop. 

Greenland  
• (reiterated from SC/31) Determine whether there are isolated ringed seal stocks in different 

fjord systems besides Kangia Fjord.  
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