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MANAGEMENT COMMITTEES’ PROPOSALS FOR NEW OR 
MODIFIED REQUESTS FOR ADVICE FROM THE SC 

 

1 PROPOSALS FOR NEW REQUESTS TO THE SC 

Four new requests were proposed by the MCs for the Council’s consideration. The first relates to 
management procedures, and requires that the Parties inform the Secretariat of their internal 
requirements for species assessments regularly, so that the SC may comply. The next three requests 
relate to assessments of dolphin species, previously all included in a non-specific request for advice. 

Management procedures 
• R-1.6.9 (2026, standing): When scheduling stock assessments, the SC should follow the Parties’ 

requirements for routine assessments, as provided by the Parties. 

Dolphins 
• R-3.9.7 (2026, standing): To carry out assessments of white-sided dolphins in the North Atlantic 

when data allow. 
• R-3.9.8 (2026, standing): To carry out assessments of white-beaked dolphins in the North 

Atlantic when data allow. 
• R-3.9.9 (2026, standing): To carry out assessments of bottlenose dolphins in the North Atlantic 

when data allow. 

2 PROPOSALS FOR MODIFYING EXISTING REQUESTS TO THE SC 

The MCJ proposed adding the phrase “when data allow” to all requests where this is applicable, to 
acknowledge existing limitations in the SC’s ability to respond to these requests, without implying 
inaction. E.g., request R-2.4.2: To provide a new assessment of grey seal stocks in all NAMMCO areas 
should be changed to: 

• R-2.4.2 (renewed 2019, ongoing): To provide a new assessment of grey seal stocks in all 
NAMMCO areas when data allow. 

The MCC deemed that request R-3.8.6 regarding pilot whales had been fully completed by the SC, and 
agreed with the SC’s suggestions to make it a standing request as follows. 

• R-3.8.6 (2011, ongoing): To continue work to complete a full assessment of pilot whales in the 
North Atlantic and provide advice on the sustainability of catches, as soon as necessary further 
information becomes available, with particular emphasis on the Faroese area and East and 
West Greenland. 

 should be changed to standing, and be rephrased as:  

• R-3.8.6 (2026, standing): To conduct a full assessment of pilot whales in the North Atlantic and 
provide advice on the sustainability of catches, as new information (data and analyses) render 
it pertinent. 

3 PROPOSALS FOR CHANGING THE STATUS OF EXISTING REQUESTS TO THE 
SC 

The MCC proposed that request R-3.8.6 for pilot whales be changed from ongoing to standing, as 
noted in section 2.   
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Request R-3.9.6 (renewed 2019, ongoing): To carry out assessments of dolphin species undergoing 
removals in the North Atlantic should be considered closed, and replaced by three new species-specific 
requests listed in section 1. 
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